
 

 

What are UTQG ratings? 
 
You may have noticed markings 
on the sidewall of your tyres, those 
are UTQG ‘Uniform Tire Quality 
Grading’ ratings 
for Treadwear, Traction and 
Temperature. The higher the 
rating, the better the tyre is rated 
to perform.  Cooper Tires have 
explained this extremely well on 
their website, but we've given you 
a brief rundown here.  You can 
also pick up a brochure from our 
front counter. 
Treadwear grades are an 

indication of a tyre's wear 
rate. The higher the treadwear 
number, the longer it takes for the 
tread to wear down.  
Traction grades are an indication 

of a tyre's ability to stop in the wet. 
A higher grade should allow your 
vehicle to stop on wet roads in a 
shorter distance than a tyre with a 
lower grade. 
Temperature grades are an 

indication of a tyre's resistance to 
heat. The higher the grade, the 
more resistant the tyre would be to 
the generation of heat at 
speed.  Sustained high 
temperatures (for example, driving 
long distances in hot weather), 
can cause a tyre to deteriorate, 
leading to blowouts and tread 

separation.  
For more tyre tips, go to our 
website: 
www.simmondsfirestone.co.nz/sim
mos-tyre-tips 
 

 

We turned 20! 
 
Kia Ora and welcome to our 
Winter Newsletter for 2017.   We are now 
officially 20 years old!  We love the fact 
that we are now supplying tyres to 
our second generation of customers; to 
people who have moved out of Rotorua 
but come back to us for their tyre 
requirements; and to the new customers 
who have just found us! We said it last 
time, but once again, thanks for your 
support over the years!  We were 
presented with a plaque from Bridgestone 
commemorating our 20 years operating 
here in Rotorua.   

 

It's been a busy year so far for us.  There's 
always something new happening and for 
June we have 2 quite different specials 
running (see below).   

 

It's certainly quiet at home without Georgia 
and Drew, but they are both enjoying their 
studies and will be home at the end of the 
month for holidays.   You should see Drew 
around again at work  for at least part of 
that (being a poor student means he's in 
dire need of more funds!) 

 

One of the comments we receive almost 
on a daily basis is how fast our guys are, 
and the great service people get from 
us.  We're very proud of our reputation in 
Rotorua.  In our view, there's no need to 
wait for a long time to get the work done 
on your car.  If we're going to need it for 
more than 10-15 minutes,  we'll offer you 
a  voucher for a free coffee at 
Abracadabra (providing it's not a Monday 
as they're closed then!)   

 

That's all for now - read further on for tyre 
tips, the specials we're running and of 
course the recipe!  See you next time. 

 

Andrew & Anita Simmonds, Georgia & 
Drew Simmonds,  
James Marsters, Bruce Henderson & 
Jason Walker 

Staff News 
 

To commemorate our 20th birthday, and 
just because it's a fun thing to do, we're all 
going to the Chiefs v Lions game on the 
20th June in Hamilton.  We tried to get 
tickets to the Maori All Blacks game here, 
but no joy...   Here's hoping the Chiefs 
win!  And to anyone else who’s lucky 
enough to get to the game here, or 
elsewhere in NZ  – have a blast! 
 

 
 
Cooper  Tires on Sale for 
Fieldays! 
 
There are great savings to be had this 
month on Cooper tyres.  Most Cooper 
tyres come with a mileage warranty – 
check out their website to find out how 
much mileage you could get out of your 
Cooper tyres.  Or just give us a call on 
073490034 and we can tell you all about 
them! 

www.coopertires.co.nz 
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S.I.M.M.O.  (SImmonds 
Motoring Monitoring 
Officer) 
 
We have been sending out 
reminders for your tyre checks, 
rotations and wheel alignments for 
nearly 10 years now!  When we 
first started we were told that "it 
was a good idea but you won't be 
able to keep it up".  Guess we 
showed him otherwise.  It certainly 
helps having a good system and 
over the years we have fine-tuned 
it.  We can tell you what date you 
were in, what we did, what your 
mileage was and if you've been in 
for a tyre rotation.   If you have 
one of our stickers you always 
have our phone number handy 
and the bonus is you are more 
than welcome to park on our 
forecourt after hours! 

 

 
 
 
 
Nitrogen Fills 
 
If you want your tyres filled 
with nitrogen we can do that 
here.  We do recommend it as 
it keeps your tyre pressures 
stable and makes it easier to 
get the car rolling – lower 
rolling resistance = fuel 
savings.  Nitrogen fills cost 
$5.50 per car tyre and $11 per 
4WD tyre.  Top ups are free!  
Read more about the benefits 
of nitrogen on our website… 
 

 
 
http://www.simmondstyre
s.co.nz/services/nitrogen-
tyre-fills/ 
 

Jenny's Apricot, Cranberry, 
Pumpkin & Sunflower Seed 
Loaf 
 
Anita's friend, Jenny, brought this delicious 
loaf to a photography weekend recently 
and it went down a treat.  Credit for the 
original recipe goes to Bite Magazine.  

 
55g             Butter 
1 cup          Brown sugar, loosely packed 
½ cup         Sugar 
½ cup         Apricots, chopped 
½ cup         Sultanas 
350ml         Water, or cold tea 
1/3 cup       Dried cranberries 
1 pinch       Cinnamon 
2 2/3 cups  Flour 
¾ tsp          Baking soda 
¾ tsp          Baking powder 
2 tbsp         Pumpkin seeds 
2 tbsp         Sunflower seeds 

 
Directions 

 Put the first eight ingredients in a 

medium sized saucepan.  Stir 

and bring to the boil.  Set aside to 

cool. 
 If desired, you can store the 

mixture in the fridge in an airtight 

container for up to a week – just 

bring it back to room temperature 

when you are ready to bake. 
 Preheat the oven to 160 deg C 

fanbake.  Line a 25x15x8cm loaf 

tin with baking paper for easy 

removal when the loaf is cooked. 
 Sift the next 3 ingredients and 

add the seeds.  Add to the fruit 

mix and gently combine. 
 As soon as the mixture is 

combined, place it in a loaf pan 

and bake for 45-50 

minutes.  Check with a skewer 

after 45 minutes. 

Notes: Depending on the size of the tin 
you use, it can take quite a bit longer to 
cook.   Just keep checking it - Jenny says 
it can take up to 40 minutes longer! 
 

 

Quality Versus Budget Tyres 
 
Why should you spend $150.00 on a 
good quality new tyre when you can 
get a budget one or used one for 
$100.00 or less? 
 
When your car was new it was 
designed to run on the optimum tyre 
for the vehicle, in other words its 
handling characteristics were set up 
with a certain type and construction of 
tyre for the car. 
 
If you then fit inferior tyres to the 
vehicle it will probably not perform to 
its potential ability on the road, which 
translates into poor cornering, 
sluggish lane change, road noise, etc. 
 
A poor handling car can also help to 
make passengers car sick. 
 
By fitting the best tyres you can afford, 
you keep your car's performance 
where it should be, which is the safest 
and most comfortable way to be. 
 

 
Bridgestone & Firestone 
 
Remember too that we have 
specials running most months 
for Bridgestone and Firestone 
products, so if you’re looking to 
purchase new tyres give us a 
call first to find out what 
specials we might have.  We 
also have them advertised on 
our website and on our 
Facebook page. 
 
www.simmondstyres.co.nz 
 
https://www.facebook.com/Sim
monds-Tyres-Ltd-
113937741962862/ 
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